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In developmental psychology and moral, political, and bioethical philosophy, autonomy is the capacity to
make an informed, uncoerced decision. Autonomous organizations or institutions are independent or self-
governing. Autonomy can also be defined from a human resources perspective, where it denotes a (relatively
high) level of discretion granted to an employeein his or her work. In such cases, autonomy is known to
generally increase job satisfaction. Self-actualized individuals are thought to operate autonomously of
external expectations. In amedical context, respect for a patient's personal autonomy is considered one of
many fundamental ethical principlesin medicine.
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The autonomous communities (Spanish: comunidad autonoma) are the first-level administrative divisions of
Spain, created in accordance with the Spanish Constitution of 1978, with the aim of guaranteeing limited
autonomy to the nationalities and regions that make up Spain.

There are 17 autonomous communities and two autonomous cities (Ceuta and Melilla) that are collectively
known as "autonomies’. The two autonomous cities have the right to become autonomous communities.

The autonomous communities exercise their right to self-government within the limits set forth in the
constitution and organic laws known as Statutes of Autonomy, which broadly define the powers that they
assume.

Each statute sets out the devolved powers (Spanish: competencia) for each community; typically those
communities with stronger local nationalism have more powers, and this type of devolution has been called
asymmetrical which is on the whole seen as advantageous, able to respond to diversity.

Despite the Constitution not setting a mandatory legidlative chamber framework, all autonomous
communities have chosen unicameralism. All such governments have legidative and executive branches of
government but not judicial.
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The Jewish Autonomous Oblast (JAO) isafedera subject of Russiain the far east of the country, bordering
Khabarovsk Krai and Amur Oblast in Russia and Heilongjiang province in China. Its administrative center is
the town of Birobidzhan.

The JAO was designated by a Soviet official decreein 1928, and officially established in 1934. At its height,
in the late 1940s, the Jewish population in the region peaked around 46,000-50,000, approximately 25% of
its population. Since then the share of Jews steadily declined, and according to the 2021 Russian census,
there were only 837 ethnic Jews left in the JAO (0.6%).



Article 65 of the Constitution of Russia provides that the JAO is Russias only autonomous oblast. It is one of
two officially Jewish jurisdictions in the world, the other being Isragl. It is one of the few placesin the world
where Yiddish is arecognized minority language.
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An autonomous administrative division (also referred to as an autonomous area, zone, entity, unit, region,
subdivision, province, or territory) is a subnational administrative division or internal territory of a sovereign
state that has a degree of autonomy — self-governance — under the national government. Autonomous areas
are distinct from other constituent units of afederation (e.g. a state, or province) in that they possess unigue
powers for their given circumstances. Typicaly, it is either geographically distinct from the rest of the state
or populated by a national minority, which may exercise home rule. Decentralization of self-governing
powers and functions to such divisionsisaway for anational government to try to increase democratic
participation or administrative efficiency or to defuse internal conflicts. States that include autonomous areas
may be federacies, federations, or confederations. Autonomous areas can be divided into territorial
autonomies, subregional territorial autonomies, and local autonomies,
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The federal subjects of Russia, also referred to as the subjects of the Russian Federation (Russian: ??7?7?7?777?

(Russian: ??2?2?7?2?7?7? 72?7?7?7?2??2?, romanized: subyekty federatsii), are the constituent entities of Russia, its top-
level political divisions. According to the Constitution of Russia, the federation consists of republics, krais,
oblasts, cities of federal importance, an autonomous oblast, and autonomous okrugs, al of which are equal
subjects of the federation.

Every federa subject has its own head, a parliament, and a constitutional court. Each subject hasits own
constitution or charter and legislation, although the authority of these organs differ. Subjects have equal
rightsin relations with federal government bodies. The subjects have equal representation — two del egates
each —in the Federation Council, the upper house of the Federal Assembly. They differ in the degree of
autonomy they enjoy; republics are offered more autonomy.

Post-Soviet Russia formed during the history of the Russian Soviet Federative Socialist Republic within the
USSR and did not change at the time of the dissolution of the Soviet Union in 1991. In 1992, during the so-
called "parade of sovereignties', separatist sentiments and the War of Laws within Russia, the Russian
regions signed the Federation Treaty (Russian: ???2??7??2?2??7? ?7?2???7??, romanized: Federativnyy dogovor),
establishing and regulating the current inner composition of Russia, based on the division of authorities and
powers among Russian government bodies and government bodies of constituent entities. The Federation
Treaty was included in the text of the 1978 Constitution of the Russian SFSR. The current Constitution of
Russia, adopted by federal referendum on 12 December 1993, came into force on 25 December 1993 and
abolished the model of the Soviet system of government introduced in 1918 by Vladimir Lenin and based on
the right to secede from the country and on unlimited sovereignty of federal subjects (in practice secession
was never allowed), which conflicts with the country's integrity and federal laws. The new constitution
eliminated a number of legal conflicts, reserved the rights of the regions, introduced local self-government
and did not grant the Soviet-eraright to secede from the country. In the late 1990s and early 2000s the
political system became de jure closer to other modern federal states with a republican form of government.
In the 2000s, following the policies of VIadimir Putin and of the ruling United Russia party, the Russian



parliament changed the distribution of tax revenues, reduced the number of electionsin the regions and gave
more power to the federal authorities.

The Russian Federation was composed of 89 federal subjectsin 1993. Mergers reduced the number to 83 by
2008. Russia annexed Crimea from Ukraine in 2014, with the Russian government claiming Sevastopol and
the Republic of Crimeato be the 84th and 85th federal subjects of Russia, a move that is not recognized
internationally. During the 2022 Russian invasion of Ukraine, Russia claimed that it had annexed four
Ukrainian oblasts, though they remain internationally recognized as part of Ukraine and are only partially
occupied by Russia.
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Chukotka ( chuu-KOT-k?; Russian: ??7?7???2? [t??2kotk?]), officially the Chukotka Autonomous Okrug, isthe
easternmost federal subject of Russia. It is an autonomous okrug situated in the Russian Far East. It sharesa
border with the Sakha Republic to the west, Magadan Oblast to the south-west, and Kamchatka Krai to the
south, as well as a maritime border on the Bering Strait with the U.S. state of Alaskato the east. Anadyr is
the largest town and the capital, and the easternmost settlement to have town status in Russia. It is the closest
point from Russia to the United States, measuring at 88.51 kilometres or 55 miles.

Chukotka s primarily populated by ethnic Russians, Chukchi, and other indigenous peoples. It isthe only
autonomous okrug in Russiathat is not included in, or subordinate to, another federal subject, having
separated from Magadan Oblast in 1992. It is home to Lake Elgygytgyn, an impact crater lake, and
Anyuyskiy, an extinct volcano. The village of Uelen is the easternmost settlement in Russia and the closest
substantial settlement to the United States (Alaska).

The autonomous okrug covers an area of over 737,700 square kilometers (284,800 sq mi), and is the seventh-
largest federal subject in Russia. However, it has a population of only 50,526. Chukotka is the second-least-
popul ated federal subject, and the least densely populated federal subject in Russia. The region isthe
northeasternmost region of Russia, and since the sale of Alaskain 1867, it has been the only part of Russia
lying partially in the Western Hemisphere.
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Xinjiang, officially the Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous Region (XUAR), is an autonomous region of the
People's Republic of China (PRC), located in the northwest of the country at the crossroads of Central Asia
and East Asia. Being the largest province-level division of China by area and the 8th-largest country
subdivision in the world, Xinjiang spans over 1.6 million square kilometres (620,000 sq mi) and has about 25
million inhabitants. Xinjiang borders the countries of Afghanistan, India, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Mongolia,
Pakistan, Russia, and Tgjikistan. The rugged Karakoram, Kunlun and Tian Shan mountain ranges occupy
much of Xinjiang's borders, aswell asits western and southern regions. The Aksai Chin and Trans-
Karakoram Tract regions are claimed by India but administered by China. Xinjiang aso borders the Tibet
Autonomous Region and the provinces of Gansu and Qinghai. The most well-known route of the historic Silk
Road ran through the territory from the east to its northwestern border.

High mountain ranges divide Xinjiang into the Dzungarian Basin (Dzungaria) in the north and the Tarim
Basin in the south. Only about 9.7 percent of Xinjiang's land areais fit for human habitation. It ishometo a
number of ethnic groups, including the Chinese Tagjiks (Pamiris), Han Chinese, Hui, Kazakhs, Kyrgyz,
Mongols, Russians, Sibe, Tibetans, and Uyghurs. There are more than a dozen autonomous prefectures and



counties for minoritiesin Xinjiang. Older English-language reference works often refer to the area as Chinese
Turkestan, Chinese Turkistan, East Turkestan and East Turkistan.

With a documented history of at least 2,500 years, a succession of people and empires have vied for control
over all or parts of thisterritory. The territory came under the rule of the Qing dynasty in the 18th century,
which was later replaced by the Republic of China. Since 1949 and the Chinese Civil War, it has been part of
the People's Republic of China. In 1954, the Chinese Communist Party (CCP) established the Xinjiang
Production and Construction Corps (XPCC) to strengthen border defense against the Soviet Union and
promote the local economy by settling soldiersinto the region. In 1955, Xinjiang was administratively
changed from a province into an autonomous region. In recent decades, abundant oil and mineral reserves
have been found in Xinjiang and it is currently China's largest natural-gas-producing region.

From the 1990s to the 2010s, the East Turkestan independence movement, separatist conflict and the
influence of radical Islam have resulted in unrest in the region with occasional terrorist attacks and clashes
between separatist and government forces. These conflicts prompted the Chinese government to commit a
series of ongoing human rights abuses against Uyghurs and other ethnic and religious minorities in the region
including, according to some, genocide.
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Theregions (Italian: regioni; sing. regione) are the first-level administrative divisions of the Italian Republic,
congtituting its second NUTS administrative level. There are twenty regions, five of which are autonomous
regions with special status. Under the Constitution of Italy, each region is an autonomous entity with defined
powers. With the exception of the Aosta Valley (since 1945), each region is divided into a number of
provinces.
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The Russian Soviet Federative Socialist Republic (Russian SFSR or RSFSR), previously known as the
Russian Socialist Federative Soviet Republic and the Russian Soviet Republic, and unofficially as Soviet
Russia, was a socialist state from 1917 to 1922, and afterwards the largest and most popul ous constituent
republic of the Soviet Union (USSR) from 1922 to 1991, until becoming a sovereign part of the Soviet Union
with priority of Russian laws over Union-level legislation in 1990 and 1991, the last two years of the
existence of the USSR. The Russian SFSR was composed of sixteen smaller constituent units of autonomous
republics, five autonomous oblasts, ten autonomous okrugs, six krais and forty oblasts. Russians formed the
largest ethnic group. The capital of the Russian SFSR and the USSR as a whole was Moscow and the other
major urban centersincluded Leningrad (Petrograd until 1924), Stalingrad (Volgograd after 1961),
Novosibirsk, Sverdlovsk, Gorky and Kuybyshev.

On 7 November 1917 [O.S. 25 October], as aresult of the October Revolution, the Russian Soviet Republic
was proclaimed as a sovereign state and the world's first constitutionally socialist state guided by communist
ideology. Thefirst constitution was adopted in 1918. In 1922, the Russian SFSR signed a treaty officially
creating the USSR. On 12 June 1990, the Congress of People's Deputies adopted the Declaration of State
Sovereignty. On 12 June 1991, Boris Y eltsin, supported by the Democratic Russia pro-reform movement,
was elected the first and only President of the RSFSR, a post that would later become the Presidency of the
Russian Federation. The August 1991 Soviet coup d'état attempt in Moscow with the temporary brief
internment of President Mikhail Gorbachev destabilised the Soviet Union. Following these events,
Gorbachev lost al his remaining power, with Y eltsin superseding him as the pre-eminent figure in the



country. On 8 December 1991, the heads of Russia, Ukraine and Belarus signed the Belovezha Accords
declaring dissolution of the USSR and established the Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS) as aloose
replacement confederation. On 12 December, the agreement was ratified by the Supreme Soviet (the
parliament of the Russian SFSR); therefore the Russian SFSR had renounced the Treaty on the Creation of
the USSR and de facto declared Russia's independence from the USSR itself and the ties with the other
Soviet republics.

On 25 December 1991, following the resignation of Gorbachev as President of the Soviet Union, the Russian
SFSR was renamed the Russian Federation. The next day, the USSR was self-dissolved by the Soviet of the
Republics on 26 December, which by that time was the only functioning parliamentary chamber of the All-
Union Supreme Soviet. After the dissolution, Russiatook full responsibility for all the rights and obligations
of the USSR under the Charter of the United Nations, including the financial obligations. As such, Russia
assumed the Soviet Union's UN membership and permanent membership on the Security Council, nuclear
stockpile and the control over the armed forces; Soviet embassies abroad became Russian embassies.

The 1978 constitution of the Russian SFSR was amended several times to reflect the transition to democracy,
private property and market economy. The hew Russian constitution, coming into effect on 25 December
1993 after a constitutional crisis, completely abolished the Soviet form of government and replaced it with a
semi-presidential system. The economy of Russia became heavily industrialized, accounting for about two-
thirds of the electricity produced in the USSR. By 1961, it was the third largest producer of petroleum due to
new discoveriesin the Volga-Uras region and Siberia. In 1974, there were 475 institutes of higher education
in the republic providing education in 47 languages to some 23,941,000 students. A network of territorially
organized public-health services provided health care. The economy began to be liberalized starting in 1985
under Gorbachev's "perestroika’ restructuring policies, including the introduction of non-state owned
enterprises (e.g. cooperatives).
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The Basgue Country or Basque Autonomous Community (), also officialy called Euskadi ([eus?kadi]), isan
autonomous community in northern Spain. It includes the Basque provinces of Araba, Bizkaia, and
Gipuzkoa. It surrounds two enclaves called Trevifio (Burgos) and Valle de Villaverde (Cantabria).

The Basgue Country was granted the status of nationality, attributed by the Spanish Constitution of 1978.
The autonomous community is based on the Statute of Autonomy of the Basgue Country, a foundational
legal document providing the framework for the devel opment of the Basgue people on Southern Basque
Country. Parallelly, Navarre, which narrowly rejected ajoint statute of autonomy in 1932, was granted a
separate chartered statute in 1982.

Currently there is no official capital in the autonomous community, but the city of Vitoria-Gasteiz, in the
province of Alava, is the de facto capital asthe location of the Basgue Parliament, the headquarters of the
Basgue Government, and the residence of the President of the Basgue Autonomous Community (the Palace
of AjuriaEnea). The High Court of Justice of the Basque Country has its headquarters in the city of Bilbao.
Whilst Vitoria-Gasteiz is the largest municipality in area, with 277 km2 (107 sq mi), Bilbao isthe largest in
population, with a population of 347,342, located in the province of Biscay within a conurbation of 875,552
people.

The term Basgue Country may also refer to the larger cultural region (Basgue: Euskal Herria), the home of
the Basque people, which includes the autonomous community.
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